Citalopram: new indication. No advantage.
(1) Citalopram, a serotonin reuptake inhibitor antidepressant, now has a new licensed indication, in the preventive treatment of panic attacks. In France, clomipramine, a tricyclic antidepressant, and paroxetine, another serotonin reuptake inhibitor, are already approved for this use. (2) In the only available comparative trial the efficacy of citalopram (20-60 mg/day) was similar to that of clomipramine (60-90 mg/day). (3) The safety profile of citalopram is different from that of clomipramine. (4) There are no data clearly comparing citalopram with paroxetine in terms of efficacy, safety, drug interactions, or convenience. (5) Clomipramine is much cheaper than citalopram.